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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


and 

HOUSING  DEPARTMENT 
STAFF  aS  AT  3 1ST  DECEMBER  1961 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

K.J.  ADAMS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Univ .London) 
also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Devizes  Borough 
and  Rural  District  Councils. 
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A . G . UNDERWOOD,  CERT.S.I.B.,  F.A.P.H.I.,  MEAT  AND 
FOOD  CERT.,  CERT.  NAT.  INST.  BUILDERS. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

J. M.  MELROSE,  CERT.  R.S.A.  (Scot).,  L.A.P.H.I., 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  CERT. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

E.C.  HEROLD,  CERT.  S.I.E.J.B.,  MEAT  AND  FOOD  CERT., 

M . A . P . H . I . 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

K. C.  CLARK , CERT.  S.I.E.J.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  MEAT  AND 
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G.S.N.  INGHAM,  CERT.  S.I.E.J.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 


Ass istant  Housing  Officer 

L.  ROWLAND,  A.R.I  .P.FI.H. , A.I.Hsg.,  A.R.S.H. 

Housing  Assistant 

D.  ALLEN 

Clerical  Staff 

MRS.  M.  CRAWFORD,  Shorthand  Typist 
MISS  W.  OWEN,  Shorthand  Typist 

Telephone  Numbers 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : DEVIZES  24 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : SWINDON  4847 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HIGHWORTH 


Tel:  Swindon  4847  Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Bath  Road, 

Sv/i  ndon , W i Its. 

To_  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Highworth  Rural 
District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  of  the  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1961. 


This  is  the  second  complete  year  that  I have 
been  your  Acting  i edical  Officer  of  Health  - an 
appointment  which  has  now  continued  intermittently 
for  three  years.  During  this  period  I have 
endeavoured  to  give  medical  advice  when  required 
for  the  suppression  of  the  commoner  infectious 
diseases,  I have  tried  to  explain  and  enable  you 
to  give  the  correct  weight  to  medical  matters  at 
your  Health  Committees,  and  on  occasions  have 
acted  on  your  behalf  to  see  that  those  decisions 
were  carried  out. 


I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  attention  to,  and  understanding 
of  Public  Health  matters.  I wish  also  to 
acknowledge  the  backing  and  help  given  to  my  by 
L.r.  Underwood,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  hr.  V/.L.G.  Mills,  Clerk  of  the  Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  fervent, 

KENNETH  J.  AD ALB 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENER.iL  fcTATIc TICS 


Area  in  Acres  . , , . . . . . 

Population  (Registrar  General's 
Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 
Rateable  Value  ....  . . . . 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate.. 


• » • ■ 

Estimate ) 


• • a • 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


48,549 

27,840 

8,240 

£352,785 

£1,450 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  Compared  with  Other  Areas 
(Births  and  Deaths  per_ 1,000  Population) 


Highworth  Rural  District 
England  and  7/ales 
Wiltshire 


Corrected  Corrected 
Birth  Rale  Death  Rate 


20.4  11.3 

17.4  12.0 

18.72  10.59 


In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  area  comparability 
factors  are  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  to  ''correct''' 
irregularities  in  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population, 
and  also  to  lake  into  account  any  high  mortality  due  to  the 
presence  of  residential  institutions. 


TABLE  I 

pi rths  and  Infantile  Deaths  duri  ng_  1961 


1 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

F emal e 

Live  Births 

284 

272 

19 

5 

580 

Still  Births 

7 

7 

— 

14 

Deaths  under  one  year 

5 

7 

— 

— 

12 

Deaths  under  four  weeks 

2 

o 

O 

— 

— 

5 

Deaths  under  one  week 

2 

3 

- 

5 

Inf antile  Mortality 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  in 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  live  births. 
There  were  12  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to 
580  live  births  in  the  area. 

This  is  too  small  afigure  to  calculate  an  accurate 
infantile  mortality  rate,  but  it  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  National  rate  of  21.4  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  and  the  Wiltshire  rate  of  19.36 

COM1,  UNICABLE  DICE,  i. EC 

The  following  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year  : - 


Measles  ...  ...  523 
Dysentery  ...  ...  29 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  15 
Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  9 
Acute  Pneumonia  ...  3 
Meningococcal  Infection  3 
Erysipelas  ....  2 
Whooping  Cough  ...  2 
Tuberculosis  (Other)  1 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  1 
Food  Poisoning  ...  1 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

- 4 - 


Measles 


This  year  was  a 'measles  year7',  and  many  children 
suffered  from  this  lowering  disease.  There  arc  some  who 
feel  a measles  vaccine  would  be  worth  while,  but  although 
measles  is  easily  diagnosed  by  its  characteristic  rash, 
there  are  many  occasions  in  a child's  life  when  he  is 
just  as  ill  as  if  he  has  measles  but  without  the  rash. 

A measles  vaccine  does  not  mean  that  the  last  severe 
infectious  disease  of  childhood  would  be  prevented. 

There  are  many  childish  infections  which  do  not  have  a 
characteristic  symptom  or  rashes  and  therefore  have  no 
name . 

Dysentery 

A total  of  29  cases  occurred  caused  by  the  mild 
bonne  bacillus.  Of  these  there  were  only  two  localised 
outbreaks,  both  at  Wroughton.  Although  this  is  a 
notifiable  disease  there  is  little  to  choose  between  it 
(in  the  severity  of  its  symptoms  ) and  other  summer 
diarrhoeas  caused  by  viruses. 

The  infection  is  now  endemic  in  the  general 
population . 


Diphtheria  and  ■drooping  Cough 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notifies  in  your  ar^a. 

TABLE  II 


Notifications  of true  Diphtheria  f or  England  and  Wales  1961 


1st  qtr . 

2nd  qtr. 

3rd  qtr. 

4th  qtr 

Derby 

2 

Kent 

— 

1 

— 

— 

London 

14 

11 

3 

— 

Middlesex 

1 

— 

— 

boko  of  Peterborough 

~ 

1 

— 

— 

Shropshire 

— 

1 

— 

Staffs . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Wor cos  ter shire 

2 

— 

— 

— 

West  Sussex 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Glamorganshire 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Monmou thsh i r e 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Devon 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lancs 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Total  Notifications 

24 

16 

6 

6 

This  Table  demonstrates  how  widely  in  England  and 
Wales  the  infection  is  occurring.  There  is  no  doubt 
there  must  be  Diphtheria  carriers  in  Wiltshire  which 
only  an  intensive  immunisation  campaign  keeps  at  bay. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  following  figures  relating  to  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  immunisation  : - 
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T.vBLE  III 


Year  of  Birth 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

,1952-6 

1947-51 

Primary  imns.  Diph. 

181 

213 

35 

18 

10 

32 

2 

completed 

during  1961  Wh/c. 

181 

217 

36 

17 

9 

15 

2 

Reinf . in ject . Diph. 

— 

5 

14 

31 

19 

262 

16 

administered 
during  1961  Wh/c. 

5 

13 

22 

10 

59 

8 

Only  two  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  recorded.  This  is 
not  a true  assessment  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease  as  it  is 
often  modified  by  whooping  cough  vaccination  and  is 
consequently  difficult  to  diagnose. 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  against  whooping  cough 
in  the  area  in  1961  are  shown  above  in  Table  III,  and  a 
comparison  with  past  years  in  TaPle  IV  below 


TABLE  IV 


Year 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Primary  Diphtheria  Immun. 

415 

463 

496 

Primary  Wh/c.  Vaccination 

383 

404 

477 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  we re  notified,  which  is  testimony  to  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  campaign  particularly  as  the 
weather  con?litions  may  have  favoured  the  virus  in  that 
1961  was  a dry  year  with  a warm  summer. 

Food  Poisoning 

The  case  of  food  poisoning  was  resident  in  Swindon  and 
notified  from.  Stratton  St.  Margaret  hospital. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Two  cases  occurred  in  Stratton  St.  Margaret  and  one  in 
Burderop.  This  is  a disease  which  attacks  its  susceptibles 
particularly  in  the  unventilated  conditions  that  cold  weather 
often  brings.  Two  cases  were  notified  during  a cold  snap 
in  December.  It  is  not  particularly  infectious. 

Tuberculosis 


Nine  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  and 
it  is  thought  that  the  othmr  notified  case  of  infected  glands 
may  have  been  an  infection  with  the  human  bacillus. 

The  Mass  Xray  Unit  paid  a visit  to  the  perishes  and 
factory  sites  toward  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  County 
Council  continue  to  offer  B.C.GA  vaccination  to  children  of 
13  years  .and  upv/wards  who  are  still  at  school.  County 
Council  Health  Visitors  follow  up  home  contacts  to  encourage 
them  to  attend  for  XRay.  Milk  sampling  continues  tc  ensure 
that  cattle  remain  healthy  and  that  milk  nowadays  is  not  a 
source  of  infection  for  this  disease. 
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Smallpox 


During  1961  the  following  number  of  persons  were 
vaccinated  in  this  area:- 


TaSLE  V 


Smallpox  Vaccination  in  the  area  in  1961 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

i 

1 CO 

1 

! iA 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations 

216 

32 

15 

14 

19 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

3 

3 

7 

38 

NATION,  b ASSIST . iNCm  (idy.ENDKENT ) ACT  1951 


In  January  an  old  woman  living  alone  and  in  difficult 
circumstances  was  reported  to  me  as  being  unable  to  care 
for  herself.  V/ith  the  help  of  a policeman,  who  was  the 
only  one  able  to  encourage  her  to  l^t  me  entvjr,  she  was 
removed  by  ambulance  to  Elm  Court  under  a Magistrate's 
Or  dor.  She  was,  after  48  hours  or  so,  most  grateful  that 
this  decision  had  been  taken  at  the  time,  even  against  her 
wishes,  and  there  would  have  been  no  question  of  having  to 
renew  the  Order  when  it  expired  after  3 weeks.  Unfortunately 
the  years  of  privation  took  their  toll,  and  she  died  about 
10  days  after  admission. 

BRIDGE  MOUSE  C.JvmVaN  SITE,  INGLESHAM 

It  was  necessary  to  give  evidence  in  October  about  the 
quality  of  the  water  supply  at  Bridge  House  Caravan  Site, 
Inglesham  when  the  owner  appealed  against  a Discontinuance 
Order  made  by  the  Council.  Although  this  Order  was  made  on 
planning  grounds  additional  evidence  was  given  that  the 
water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  ch-  mically  and  bactcrio- 
logically,  also  that  the  present  method  of  disposal  of 
waste  water  and  night  soil  was  a danger  to  health.  I was 
very  relieved  when  the  Order  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
in  December. 

KEEPING  WELL 

One  of  the  anomalies  cf  an  efficient  Health  Service 
is  that  when  National  Health  Insurance  rates  are  similar 
for  everyone,  there  is  no  vested  interest  in  keeping  v/ell . 
Yeung  men  speed  on  motor  cycles  confident  that  the  State 
will  repair  their  broken  bcdies‘vf reo 'of  charge. 

British  housewives  do  not  steer  towards  the  cleanest 
food  shops  to  avoid  family  illness  through  eating  dirty 
food.  Rarely  do  they  complain  when  the  baker  hands  them 
a dirty  loaf  or  the  Grocer  man-handles  her  cut  bacon  with 
bare  hands.  Not  ©o  their  sisters  in  countries  where 
payment  of  medical  bills  demands  good  hygiene.  Public 
Health  Inspectors  do  their  best  to  maintain  good  standards 
of  food  hyqiene  but  if  this  country  falls  b^low  standards 
acceptable  in  the  United  States  for  example,  the  British 
housewife  gets  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  her  uncritical 
purchasing  deserves. 

Perhaps  there  is  a case  for  a "no  claim  bonus  ' in 
National  Insurance  rates  I 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS 


Male 


Infectious  Diseases:  Influenza  ...  1 

Syphilis  ...  - 

Tuberculosis ... 

Respiratory  Diseases:  Pneumonia  ...  7 

Bronchitis  ...  10 

Other  ...  1 

Cancer : Stomach  ...  5 

Lung  ...  8 

Breast  ...  - 

Uterus  ...  - 

Blood  ...  - 

Other  ...  14 

Heart:  Coronary  Disease  27 

Brain  Haemorrhage  22 
Hiah  Blood  Press.  2 

Other  ...  39 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer  ...  1 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis  ... 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  5 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  15 


Female 

1 

1 


6 

6 


1 

1 

1 

2 

11 

12 

17 

6 

47 


2 


2 

2 

28 


Total:-  170  154 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  Cancers : 

Lung  cancer  caused  24  deaths  in  your  area  and  the  tell 
is  maintaining  steadily.  In  1960  the  latest  date  for  which 
national  figures  are  available,  lung  cancer  accounted  for  35% 
of  all  cancer  deaths.  There  is  still  no  indication  that  the 
peak  of  this  epidemic  is  reached  yet,  it  continues  to  be  viewed 
with  cquan amity  by  most  people. 

Coronary  Disease 

Again  Coronary  disease  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
death  in  the  area.  Its  national  incidence  continues  to  rise 
and  seems  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  western  way  of  life.  A 
high  quality  diet  and  absence  of  regular  moderate  exercises  have 
been  invoked  as  causative,  smoking  also  seems  to  correlate  with 
the  condition. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 

for  the  year 
1961 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HIGH, •■/ORTH  RURAL 

DISTRICT" COUNCIL 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my 
17th  Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
Public  Health  Department,  as  it  affects  the 
environmental  hygiene  and  housing  of  the  district. 

Good  progress  has  continued  in  1961  in  the 
provision  oi  piped  water  supplies  inside  domestic 
dwellings,  and  on  the  abolition  of  both  Council 
and  privately  owned  standpipes.  It  is  hoped  that, 
in  the  future,  further  progress  will  be  made,  and 
that  all  houses  throughout  the  Council's  area, 
wherever  possible,  will  be  provided  with  a piped 
supply  in  the  dwelling. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Report  chat  progress 
also  continued  wi th  regard  to  the  abolition  of 
slum  dwellings,  and  to  this  end  much  work  has  been 
done  by  the  Engineer  and  Curveycr4’  a department, 
and  this  Department,  to  assist  owners  of  property 
which  was  falling  into  a state  of  decay  and  disrepair, 
to  bring  their  property  up  to  a satisfactory  standard 
by  Line  use  of  both  Etandard  and  Discretionary 
Inpr oven on  1 Gr  an t s , 


My  sincere  thanks  are  extended  to  the  Chief 
Officers  and  the  Council  for  their  continued 
co-operation  and  support  during  the  year,  and  also 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
and  H m i 1 ng  C ommi  t:  cm  e s . 


j an  also  indebted  to  Or. 
Acting  Medical  Off ieor  oi  Heal 


J . dbf  -ns,  the 
f or  h i s oo  nt.  $ n i<  < : d 


r.eip  and  advice  on  all  aedlcal  matters  relevant  to 
the  day  to  day  working  of  the  Department,  and  to 
the  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  staff 
for  their  continued  loyalty  and  excellent  work 


during  the  year. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  .servant, 

A.G . UNDER FOOD 


March  1962 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer 


NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Humber  oFTiouses  inspected  for  public  health  reasons  67 


Revisits  to  above  ....  ....  17 
Complaints  general  ....  ....  74 
Revisits  » . , . ....  98 
Infectious  disease  enquiries  - „ . ....  34 
Faeces  samples  ....  ....  18 
Visits  to  Pathological  Laboratory  ....  92 
Drainage  inspections  ....  ....  89 
Revisits  ....  ....  47 
Public  conveniences  ....  ....  10 
Refuse  collection  ....  ....  164 
Refuse  disposal  ....  ....  212 
Water  supplies  , . . , ....  70 
Water  sampling  , . . . ....  96 
Ltr earns  and  watercourses  ....  ....  7 
Keeping  of  animals  ....  ....  20 
Disinfestation  ....  ....  23 
Rodent  control  ....  ....  318 
Offensive  trades  ....  ....  10 
Smoke  observations  ....  ....  51 
Moveable  dwellings  ....  ....  183 
Knackers  yard  ....  ....  45 


1,745 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 
Meat  inspo o 1 : i n 
Bakehouses 
Butchers  shop: 

Cafes  and  res rear ants 
Wet  and  fried  if ; h shops 
General  pr ov 1 s i o , l s 
Works  canteens,  hostels  and 
Licensed  premises 
Delivery  vehicles 
Other  food  promises 
Food  manufacturing  premises 
Ice-cream  samples 
Ice-cream  storage  and  sale 

MILK  AND  Dll IVES 
" Milk  s enrol  so 
Milk  supplies 

FACTORIES  ■Cl 

Factories  inspect! or 
Revisits 
Outworker  o 


■ a 


school  meals 


depot 


• an 


895 

15 

11 

12 

10 

56 

40 

129 

7 
73 

8 
19 

22  1,297 


170 

26  196 


109 

32 

61  202 


HOUSING  ACTS 

"Housing  inspect  xens,  ’ ocr ion  16 
Revisits  to  above  , , , , 

Housing  survey 

Mi s cel  1 ar  e ou  3 her i. r.g  ;>  1 s i t s . . 
Improvement  j:.  ant. 3 „ . „ , 

Visits  to  Council  noases  ..... 

MISCELLANEOU C 

"Harm  sui vev  .... 

btorage  of  petroleum  .... 

Rag  Flock  Act  .... 

Interviews  and  appointments.... 
Miscellaneous  public  health  visits 
Schools  .... 

Waste  Foods  Order  .... 

National  Assistance  Act  .... 


rt  v 2 a 


u • • * 


79 

38 

iq 


f i ^ 

723  1,518 


291 

182 

1 

605 

69 

3 

21 

4 1,176 


GRfWD  TOTAL:-  6,243 
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SECTION  ONE: 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES  - GENERAL  STATISTICS 
ON  INFORMTiON  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR, 
HlGHNQRlH  R.D.C:  uND  WATER" ^NGIWERV 

1.  Main  Sources  - Latton  and  Ogbourne,  Swindon  Corporation. 

Gadbour ne , Highwor th  R . D . C . 

2.  How  obtained  - Pumping  from  boreholes. 

3.  Daily  average  consumption  - 1,825,000  gallons. 

4 . Number  of  miles  of  public  water  mains  in  the  district -60 

5.  Number  of  miles  laid  since  1945  - 29 

6.  Total  overall  consumption  - 666,115,130  gallons  per 

year  for  1961. 

7 . Total  domestic  consumption  - 383,803,140  gallons  per 

year  for  1961. 

8 . Average  domestic  consumption  per  head  of  population 
pe r^day  "~-  2E ~ gallons 

9 . Average  overall  consumption  per  head  of  population 
per  day  - 44  gallons . 

GENERAL . 


As  from  the  1st  April  1962  it  is  anticipated  the 
Council's  Water  Undertaking  will  be  transferred  to  the 
Swindon  Corporation  Water  Department,  and  to  enable  all 
the  small  unreliable  sources  to  be  discontinued  before 
"'take  over"  a special  effort  has  been  made  by  laying 
new  mains  from  reliable  sources. 

During  the  year  the  laying  of  the  new  6"  relief  main 
had  been  completed  from  Draycott  Road  at  Chiseldon,  via 
Badbury,  Pur ley  to  Wanborough,  a distance  of  approximately 
3 miles.  This  has  enabled  the  pumping  station  at  Ham 
Road  to  be  abandoned.  The  maximum  quantity  that  could 
ever  be  taken  from  this  source  was  21,000  gallons  per 
24  hours. 

A new  4 v main  has  been  laid  from  the  Marlborough  and 
Ramsbury  R.D.C.  mains  at  Broad  Hinton,  to  connect  the 
existing  4V  at  Gadbourne  in  the  parish  of  Wrought on, 
enabling  the  pumping  station  at  Gadbourne  Bridge  to  be 
abandoned.  It  is  intended  to  demolish  the  station  and 
the  land  to  be  reverted  to  agriculture.  The  length  of 
main  laid  will  be  approximately  2,000  yards  with  the 
Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  R.D.C.  and  1,830  yards  in  the 
Council's  district. 

The  Council  will  not  by  April  1962  own  any  sources  of 
supply  within  their  district,  and  apart  from  4 private 
supplies  the  remainder  of  the  population  are  supplied  by 
mains  supply  - the  Latton  and  Ogbourne  sources  at  present 
controlled  by  Swindon  Corporation. 

In  order  to  improve  the  water  supplies  to  the  County 
Council  smallholdings  in  the  Elcombe  area,  a new  3''  main 
was  laid  across  the  fields  from  Whalley  Field  Housing 
Estate  to  Elcombe.  The  County  Council  take  a bulk  supply 
from  this  point  and  they  have  since  laid  approximately 
2 miles  of  new  polythene  pipes  to  distribute  the  water 
to  the  various  smallholdings,  and  I understand  that  all 
the  holdings  now  enjoy  a constant ’and  plentiful  supply 
for  all  domestic  and  agricultural  purposes. 
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DETAILS  OF  ALL  l/ATER  S, APPLES  T^BCEN  IN  THE 




PARISH 

TOTAL  NIL  HER  OF 

samples  taken  (chem- 
ical & BACTERIOLOG ) 

TOTAL  NO.! 
SATISFAC- 
TORY 

TOTAL  NO. 
UNSATIS- 
FACTORY 

Bishopstone 

8 

4 

4 

Blunsdon 

2 

1 

1 

Castle  Eaton 

31 

16 

15 

Chisel don 

25 

12 

13 

Hannington 

- 

- 

— 

Haydon  Nick 

- 

- 

— 

Highworth 

1 

1 

— 

Ingle sham 

- 

— 

— 

Liddington 

2 

1 

1 

South  mars ton 

7 

7 

— 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

— 

- 

- 

Stratton  St.  Marg. 

4 

3 

1 

Wanborough 

24 

6 

18 

Wroughton 

2 

2 

TOTAL:- 

106 

53 

53 

SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam.  15 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  .....  Nil 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis.... 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  .....  Nil 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  fluoride  test  .....  3 


Number  of  new  connections  made  to  the  Public  Supplies  in  1961 

T)  To  the Swindon  Borough  CouriciT's  mains  as  water'  under-"'- 

takers  in  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council  area  : - 
Domestic  use  (private  property)  .....  379 

Domestic  use  (Council  property)  .....  52 

Trade  purposes  (metered)  6 

2)  To  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council's  mains  : - 

Domestic  use  (private  property)  .....  110 

Domestic  use  (Council  property)  .....  2 

Trade  purposes  (metered)  13 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

There  are  now  four  private  estate  supplies  providing  a 
supply  of  water  for  domestic  use  to  bouses  within  the  district. 

The  parish  of  Bishopstone  is  supplied  by  mains  owned  by 
the  Church  Commissioners,  and  covers  some  165  houses  within 
the  parish. 

The  second  largest  supply  is  owned  by  the  Burderop 
Estates  who,  during  the  year,  agreed  to  provide  chlorination. 
The  installation  is  working  satisfactorily,  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  supply  confirms  this. 

The  two  smaller  supplies,  at  Foxhill  and  Salthrop,  are 
both  of  very  doubtful  character  and  regularly  show  evidence 
of  pollution.  It  is  hoped  that  both  supplies  will  be 
discontinued  during  1962,  and  a supply  provided  from  the 
Council's  mains  to  both  areas. 

As  reported  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  the  supply 
at  El combe,  Nroughton,  was  discontinued,  and  a mains  supply 
provided  during  the  year. 
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PARISH 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
OF  SAMPLES 
TAKEN 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
SATISFACTORY 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
UN-SATI3 . 
FACTORY . 

3ISH0PST0NE 

Church  Commission. 

9 

5 

4 

CHISELDON 

Burderop  Estate 
Supply 

10 

6 

4 

WANBOROUGH 

Foxhill 

23 

7 

16 

TOTAL : - 

42 

18 

24 

SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin.  39 
No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ....  24 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis....  2 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  , 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  fluoride  test  ....  1 


INDIVIDUAL  SUPPLIES 


PARISH 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
OF  SAMPLES 
TAKEN 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
SATISFACTORY 

TOT.iL  NUMBER 
UNSATIS- 
FACTORY. 

Lidding ton 

1 

— 

1 

Hodson 

9 

— 

9 

Blunsdon 

2 

— 

2 

Lushill 

27 

12 

15 

TOTAL : - 

39 

12 

27 

SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  INDIVIDUAL  SUPPLIES 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin.  37 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ....  27 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis....  1 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ....  1 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  fluoride  test  ....  1 

SUMMARY  OF  ,iLL  SAMPLING. 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  public,  private  and  individual 
supplies  ....  ....  ....  ....  91 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  from  public,  private  and  individual 
supplies  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  fluoride 


Total  number  of 
samples  taken 


106 


The  above  results  again  show  the  advantage  of  the 
provision  of  a mains  water  supply. 
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SECTION  TWO: 


I Nbi-  'EC  I i 0 N 


and  SUPERVISION  Or  FOOD,  FOOD 


FOOD  SHOPS  - GENERAL 

All  the  food  shops  in  the  area  were  inspected  at  least 
once  during  the  year,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  a high 
general  standard  of  hygiene.  In  my  previous  reports  food 
shops  have  been  placed  in  Categories  ' ’ , fB'  and  'C'  but 
it  will  no  longer  be  necessary  to  do  this  as  there  are  no 
shops  that  do  not  comply  with  the  Regulations. 


The  high  standard  has  been  maintained,  not  only  by  the 
Department's  supervision,  but  also  by  the  keen  competition 
i n th e trade*' it s e 1 f . 


There  has  been  a growing  tendency  for  shops  to  sell 
many  types  of  goods,  rather  than  to  concentrate  on  one 
product.  It  has  been  a common  sight  to  see  general 
provision  stores  selling  meat  and  offal,  and  greengrocers 
retailing  pre-packed  frozen  foods.  In  all  such  cases  the 
occupiers  have  received  advice  on  prevention  of  contamin- 
ation, rotation  of  frozen  foods,  and  routine  cleaning  of 
refrigerator  cabinets . 

Cur , aU N,  C aT juRi  NG  PRe  Ai . EES 

There  are  twenty-eight  catering  establishments  within 
the  area,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected  and  re-visited 
as  necessary  during  the  year. 

A satisfactory  all-round  standard  is  maintained.  The 
modern  factory  canteens  and  school  kitchens  are  particularly 
good,  embodying  the  best  principles  of  hygiene  in  relation 
to  their  construction  and  equipment  and  usually  found  to 
be  efficiently  managed  and  hygienically  operated. 

Apart  from  minor  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  there  have  been  three  premises  (two  hostels 
and  one  cafe)  which  have  required  extra  supervision  and 
informal  action  in  order  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
Regulations . 

BAKEHOUSES 

ThercD  are  ten  bakehouses  in  the  district,  two  of  which 
were  the  subject  of  notices  requiring  extensive  improvements. 
In  both  cases  these  were  carried  out,  and  the  premises 
brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard. 

With  one  exception  the  bakehouses  in  the  district  are 
premises  established  for  some  considerable  time,  and 
carried  on  in  old  buildings  where  much  depends  on  the 
occupier  in  carrying  on  such  a trade  in  a clean  and 
hyg i e n i c m ann e r . 

BUTCHERS  SHOPS. 

The  general  standard  of  the  ton  butchers  shops  in  the 
area  was  again  found  on  inspection  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
Minor  infringements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were 
encountered,  and  subsequently  rectified,  by  informal  action. 

POULTRY  uRBCEING  AND  LACKING  PREMISES 

In  September  the  booklet  "Food  Hygiene  Codes  of 
Practice  No.  5"'  relating  to  poultry  dressing  and  packing, 
was  received  with  accompanying  Circular  22/61  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  The  booklet  is  intended  as  a guide 
to  the  trade  and  to  Local  Authorities  in  achieving  and 
maintaining  hygienic  practices  in  the  handling  of  poultry, 
and  the  circular  has  been  produced  as  an  aid  to  inspection. 
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There  are  two  small  poultry  dressing  and  packing 
premises  in  the  district,  one  having  been  established 
during  the  current  year.  They  have  been  subject  to  routine 
inspection  for  the  purposes  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
Both  have  required  works  of  improvement,  and  are  now 
operating  satisfactorily. 

Copies  of  the  Circular  and  Booklet  have  been  given  to 
the  occupiers.  As  regards  the  inspection  of  birds,  no 
assistance  has  been  sought  from,  or  given  by  this 
Department  to-date. 

LICENSED  PREMISES 


One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  the 
the  60  licensed  premises  in  the  area,  11  letters  were  sent 
to  the  Brewery  Companies  asking  for  various  works  to  be 
carried  out. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  7 of  the  Notices  of  work 
required  had  been  completed,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
works  were  on  order  with  building  firms. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  following 
alterations  were  made 

1 . One  licensed  premise  demolished  and  rebuilt  in 
prefabricated  units. 

2.  One  new  licensed  premise  built. 

3.  Three  licensed  premises  extensively  modernised. 

4.  Plans  were  received  for  the  modernisation  or 
extension  of  four  licensed  premises. 

5.  Work  commenced  on  one  new  licensed  premise. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  public  houses 
is  good,  but  the  licensed  clubs  do  not  always  attain  the 
same  standard,  and  special  attention  is  being  paid  to 
this  point. 

I must  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
received  from  the  majority  of  Brewery  Companies.  It  has 
been  a pleasure  to  advise,  and  to  suggest  improvements, 
knowing  that  such  suggestions  will  be  effected  in  the 
mode r n i s a t i c n schemes. 

REFRIGERATOR 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  approved  the 
purchase  and  provision  of  a small  refrigerator  in  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

This  was  agreed  by  the  Local  authority  when  it  was 
explained  that  food  samples  and  articles  of  food  brought 
into  the  Department  by  members  of  the  public  should  be 
retained  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were  first 
received,  in  case  it  was  necessary  to  take  legal 
proceedings,  and  the  articles  were  required  to  be 
produced  in  Court,  usually  a good  many  wee ks  after 
purchase.  It  has  already ‘proved  very  useful. 

i OOP  AND  DRUGS  aCT  1955,  SECTION  2 . 

Following  two  separate  complaints  regarding  the 
condition  of  items  of  food  purchased  from  a shop  in  the 
parish  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  the  Council  decided  to 
take  proceedings  against  the  shop-keeper  under  Section  2 
of  the  above  Act. 
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The  cases  involved: - 

1)  A box  of  assorted  cheeses  which  had  become  mouldy  and 

2)  A wrapped  cornish  pasty  which  had  gone  mouldy. 

The  cases  were  heard  in  the  magistrates  Court  on  the 
sarae  day,  and  in  the  case  of  the  box  of  assorted  cheeses 
the  shop-keeper  pleaded  "Guilty1'  and  was  fined  £3,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  cornish  pasty,  he  pleaded  'Not  Guilty" 
but  was  found  Guilty  by  the  Magistrates  and  fined  £5. 

He  was  also  ordered  to  pay  3 gns . Advocates  fees,  £2 
costs  and  10  gns.  Analyst's  fees. 

NUMBER  OF  PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
SECTION  “To  OF"'  THE  'FOOD  "AID  DKUGO®.  T9oV 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  ....  ....  11 

Numbor  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice-cream  ....  ....  Nil 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice-cream  ....  ....  81 

Total  number  of  premises  registered  92 

PREP, RATION  AND  SALE  OF  ICE-CRE1M 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  area, 
but  77  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice-cream.  All  the  ice-cream  is  pre-packed  and 
each  manufacturers  product  is  sampled  regularly. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  results  of  the 
methylene  blue  gradings 

Grade  1 - 16 

Grade  2 - 2 

Grade  3 - 1 

The  results  reflect  credit  on  the  manufacturers  and 

retailers,  and  demonstrate  the  value  of  hygiene  and  of 
pro -pa eking. 

FOOD  PREMISED  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  Table,  which  gives 
details  of  all  the  various  types  of  food  premises  in 
each  parish  in  the  Council's  area,  that  there  are  317 
food  premises  which  require  inspection  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1955,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960, 
and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year  a total 
of  1,297  inspections  were  carried  out  to  these  food  shops 
and  food  premises.  This  figure,  however,  includes  the 
number  of  inspections  which  have  been  carried  out  for 
the  purposes  of  meat  inspection  at  the  two  slaughterhouses 
and  bacon  factory  in  the  district. 
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SECTION  T:KEE: 


MILK  SUPPLIES 
MILK  IMP  KURILS  ELGULIICIuNL , 1959 

Of  the  22  distributors  in  the  district,  only  nine 
have  dairy  premises  which  require  to  be  registered.  The 
remainder  include  shopkeepers  and  the  owners  of  two 
milk  vending  machines.  nil  the  dairies  are  purely  for 
the  storage  of  bottled  milk  prior  to  retail  delivery. 

Twenty-three  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

One  dairy  was  .-found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  this  has 
now  been  brought  up  to  standard  arid,  although  it  still 
remains  the  only  one  without  refrigerated  storage 
accommodation,  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  orovided 
before  next  Summer. 

No.  of  distributors  registered  in  the  district  ...  22 

Mo.  of  producer /retailers  in  the  district  registered 
as  dairy  farms  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  0 Food.  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  dairies  registered  in  the  district  ...  9 

No.  of  dealers  licenses  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  producer /retailers  licenses  granted  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  ...  4 

MILK  (f-PECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

As  stated  in  my  last  Report,  the  effect  of  the 
above  Regulations  was  to  transfer  the  licensing  of  dealers 
to  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities,  so  that  in  this  area  this 
function  became  the  responsibility  of  the  "Wiltshire  County 
Council  from  the  1st  October  19G0.  However,  since  May  of 
this  year  negotiations  between  the  authorities  concerned 
have  resulted  in  the  County  Council  delegating  their 
powers  to  the  district  councils. 

A Circular  fr  m the  County  Council  in  I. ay  contained 
suggestions  for  the  administration  of  the  Regulations 
when  delegation  became  effective.  In  order  to  secure 
adequate  inspection  and  sampling  these  suggestions  were 
put  into  practice  from  that  time,  although  delegated 
powers  were  not  received  until  the  17th  October. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  samples  were  taken  of 
raw  and  heat-treated  milk  and  submitted  to  the  prescribed 
tests,  the  results  of  which  are  tabulated  below. 

Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  from  producer/ 
retailers  were  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue  test  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  County  Council , this  being  intended  as 
an  informal  check  in  addition  to  the  "clot  on  boiling''  test 
undertaken  by  the  Ministry  of  igriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food.  All  the  samples  taken  from  one  producer /retailer 
failed  the  methylene  blue  test.  Action  was  sought 
through  the  ministry  to  effect  an  improvement  in  the  milk 
from  tliis  source,  but  without  success.  The  difficulty 
here  was  the  fact  that  under  the  Regulations  raw  milk  to 
which  the  special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  is 
applied  under  Licence  from  the  Ministry  has  only  to  satisfy 
the  'clot  on  boiling"  test,  even  when  sold  by  retail. 

This  case  seems  to  raise  the  question  as  to  whether  such 
milk  from  a producer /retailer  should  not  be  required  to 
pass  the  methylene  blue  test  in  the  same  way  as  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  from  a dealer  whoso  licence  is  granted  by  the 
Local  Authority. 
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SECTION  FOUR: 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


General 


The  year  has  been  comparatively  uneventful  as  regards 
slaughterhouse  administration,  and  the  work  of  meat 
inspection.  No  new  legislation  affecting  these  duties 
came  into  operation  during  the  year.  The  three  licensed 
slaughterhouses,  which  include  the  Bacon  Factory  and  the 
abattoir  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  and  one  private 
slaughterhouse  at  Highworth,  comply  with  the  1958  Regulations. 

Bacon  Factory,  Stratton  St,  Margaret 

Reference  to  the  statistical  Tables  will  show  that 
the  total  number  of  pigs  killed  was  15,446.  This  is 
some  7,000  less  than  the  preceding  year,  and  about  half 
the  figures  recorded  for  1953  and  1959. 

The  decline  in  production  which  commenced  towards 
the  end  of  1959  continued  until  the  latter  part  of  the 
following  year  (1960).  Although  the  overall  throughput 
figure  for  1961  has  decreased,  there  has  been  no  sharp 
decrease  over  any  particular  period,  and  the  monthly 
figures  have  remained  fairly  constant. 

The  meat  inspection  figures  show  a proportional  rise 
in  total  condemnations  for  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 
but  this  is  mainly  due  to  an  increase  in  the  slaughter  of 
casualty  animals.  There  is  little  fluctuation  over  the 
past  four  years  in  the  percentage  figures  relating  to  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis,  but  generalised  cases  are 
becoming  more  rare. 

Abattoir , Str atton  St.  Margaret 

With  the  exception  of  a relatively  small  number  of 
clean  cattle  and  lambs  slaughtered  to  maintain  a pre- 
packing section,  the  abattoir  is  mainly  engaged  in  the 
slaughter  of  cows  and  casualty  animals.  The  premises 
might  well  be  described  as  a casualty  station  as  casualty 
animals,  including  a high  proportion  of  undressed  carcases 
resulting  from  emergency  slaughter,  are  received  here  from 
a very  wide  area. 

The  majority  of  the  animals  require  detailed  examin- 
ation, and  condemnations  are  understandably  high.  The 
following  Table  gives  an  indication  of  the  number 
necessitating  condemnation,  either  wholly  or  in  part:- 


Cows 

Other  Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and 
ins pected 

507 

■ 173 

53 

567 

80 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

93 

21 

23 

23 

22 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

270 

52 

7 

60 

30 

THE  INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASE,  (WITH  SPECIAL.  REFERENCE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS)  IN  PIGS 
SLAUGHTERED  AND  EXAMINED  AT  THE  ST.  MARGARET  WILTSHIRE  BACON 

FACTORY  LIMITED.  1958  - 1961 
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tuberculosis  j 6.4%  i 4.7%  ! 4.2%  ; 4,7% 


— 1 


CARCASES  AND  ORGANS  CONDEMNED  IN  ALL 
SL AUGHT ERHOUS  ES  IN  TliE  DISTRICT  . 


Beasts  and  all 

organs 

119 

Beast  carcase 

meat 

11,231  lbs 

Beast  heads 

• • • ■ 

28 

Beast  lunos 

• • ■ a 

92 

Beast  livers 

a » ■ ■ 

209 

Beast  part  livers.. 

47 

Beast  hearts 

a a a a 

22 

Beast  kidneys 

a a a a 

40 

Beast  spleens 

a a a a 

7 

Beast  tails 

a a a a 

1 

Beast  skirts 

■ a a a 

1 

Sheep  and  all 

organs 

23 

Sheep  carcase 

meat 

10  lbs 

Sheep  lungs 

a a a a 

35 

Sheep  livers 

a a a a 

33 

Sheep  kidneys 

a a a a 

2 

Sheep  hearts 

a a a a 

2 

Pigs  and  all  organs 

70 

Pig  carcase  meat 

1,513  lbs 

Pig  heads 

a a a a 

631 

Pig  plucks 

a a a a 

319 

Pig  livers 

a a a a 

853 

Pig  lunas 

a a a a 

2,536 

Pig  hearts 

a a a a 

389 

Pig  spleens 

a a a a 

125 

Pig  intestines 

a a a a 

295 

Pig  flecks 

a a a a 

320 

Pig  kidneys 

a a a a 

352 

Pig  blood 

a a a a 

10  gal! 

Calves  and  all 

organs 

26 

Calves  lungs 

a a a a 

2 

Calves  livers 

a a a a 

3 

Calves  heart 

a a a a 

1 

Calves  head 

a a a a 

1 

Calves  kidneys 

a a a a 

2 

VOLUNTARY 

SURRENDER 

OF  UNSOUND 

FOOD 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
Surrender  notes  were  issued  to  the  retailers  concerned. 


Boneless  Beef  .... 

14 

lbs . 

Carrots 

. . 6 

lb. 

Chopped  Perk  .... 

3 

Ids  . 

Beans 

. . 6 

lb. 

Cooked  Ham  .... 

20 

lbs . 

Peas 

..  10 

oz . 

Stewed  Steak  .... 

6 

lbs . 

Tomatoes 

. . 2 

lb. 

Corned  l^eat  .... 

2 

lbs . 

Plums 

. .113 

lb. 

Corned  Beef  .... 

48 

lbs . 

Raspberries . 

..  12 

oz . 

Casserole  Steak.... 

2 

lbs . 

Pineapple  . . 

. . 5 

lb. 

Minced  Beef  .... 

1 

lb. 

Peaches 

. . 4 

lb. 

Sardines  .... 

1 

lb. 

Grapefruit . . 

. . 7 

lb. 

Herring  Rocs  .... 

7 

oz. 

Fruit  Salad. 

. . 6 

lb. 

2k 


LA 


ECTION  FIVE: 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  - 1959 


List  of  Factories  in  the  Distri ct : 

Aero  Manufacturers  and  Repairs 

Agricultural  Crop  Driers 

. jaimal  Fie  si  duals  .... 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Brewing  and  Mineral  Waters 

Brickmaking  .... 

Blacksmiths  .... 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs 

Cabinet  Making  and  Carpentry. . 

Concrete  and  Concrete  Block  Making 

Electronics  ....  .... 

Electro-Plating  ....  .... 

Engineers,  including  repairs  to  motor 
vehicles  and  motor  cycles 

Export  Packing  .... 

Firewood  merchants... 

Food  Canning  .... 

Cut  Scraper 


• • • • 


Joinery,  Wheelwrights , Und. 
woodworkers  .... 


r takers  and 


Laundry  .... 

Mat  and  Rug  Manufacturing 
Metal  Sorting  .... 

Motor  Body  and  Caravan  Builders 
Pig  Food  Processing..  .... 

Record  Player  Manufacturers 
Radio  and  Television  Repairs.. 
Saddlers  and  Farriers  .... 

Sausage  Manufacturers  .... 

Saw  Mills  ....  .... 

Slaughterhouses  with  allied  trades 
Tailoring  ....  .... 

Wood  Box  Manufacturers  .... 


1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

29  i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 


Total : - 


92 
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OUTWORKERS 


Notification  was  received  of  39  persons  engaged  in 
outwork  during  the  year.  On  inspection,  all  conditions 
were  found  to  bo  satisfactory,  with  three  of  those  notified 
having  ceased  to  do  outwork.  The  results  were  as  follows:- 


NATURE  OF 
WORK 

NO.  OF 
OUT- 
WORKERS 

NO. OF  CASES 
IN  DEFAULT 
IN  SENDING 
LISTS  TO 
COUNCIL 

NO. OF  | 

PROS. FOR 
FAILURE 

TO  SUPPLY 
LISTS 

NO.  OF 
INST- 
ANCES 

OF  WORK 
IN  UNWH- 
OLESOME 
PREMISES 

NOT 
ICES 
SERV . 

PROS- 

ECU- 

TIONS 

i 

Babypants 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Industrial 

Gloves 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Letter 

Files 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tailoring 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL : - 

39 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

SECTION  SIX:  PUBLIC  HEALTH  GENERAL 

CLEiN  UR  ACT,  1956 

The  number  of  industries  listed  in  the  Factories 
section  of  my  Report  denotes  that  part  of  the  district  is 
urban  in  Character  and,  therefore,  not  without  a few 
problems  relating  to  smok . ^mission. 

Forty-seven  observations  were  made  during  the  year, 
but  in  only  3 cases  was  it  necessary  to  give  warnings 
because  of  the  amount  of  black  sinok^  and  the  duration  of  the 
emission.  In  2 instances  the  remedy  was  a simple  one,  and 
no  further  trouble  Was  experienced.  In  the  third  case  the 
smoke  nuisance  was  probably  due  to  the  high  volatile  content 
of  the  small  coal  in  use.  ’ Smoke  was  particularly  noticeable 
when  the  bars  were  cleared,  or  the  fire  recharged.  There 
was  ready  assistance  from  the  Coal  Utilization  Board,  who 
arranged  for  a different  type  of  coal  to  be  delivered.  In 
addition  the  Board  provided  an  engineer  to  prepare  and 
advise  the  stoker  on  mixes.  After  a week  there  was  no 
further  nuisance,  and  to  date  no  further  complaints 
regarding  smoke  emission. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  management  of  the  firms  who 
have  co-operated  so  willingly. 

RIVER  POLLUTION  - Water  Samples  taken  f r om  the  River  Thames 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  summer  that  dead 
fish  were  being  found  in  the  stretch  of  the  river  between 
Castle  Eaton  and  Hannington  Wick  Bridge.  On  inspection 
of  this  particular  reach  many  dead  fish  were  seen,  but 
there  was  no  obvious  source  of  pollution. 

Samples  of  the  river  water  showed  a very  high  faecal 
content,  and  warning  was  given  to  stress  the  danger  of 
using  the  riv^r  for  bathing.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
the  reason  for  the  death  of  the  fish  was  lack  of  oxygen, 
due  to  the  low  water  level  after  a very  dry  spell  of 
weather . 
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PUBLIC  HEi\LTH  ACT  1936,  SECTION  233 

SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  are  no  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  the  rural  di 
district  at  present,  but  a project  has  been  started 
in  the  parish  of  Highworth  with  a view  to  a swimming  bath 
being  installed  in  that  parish.  v/ith  this  in  view  the 
Council  decided  to  make  Byelaws  to  come  into  operation 
on  the  1st  December  1961,  governing  swimming  baths. 

CO.'IeOU  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Council's 
district. 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISION) 

ACT,  1956. SECTIONS  T“Hnd  5 

In  September  1961  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  asked  for  an  up-to-date  picture  of  the  position 
regarding  sanitary  conveniences  on  the  farms  in  our  area. 

The  information  required  the  total  number  of  farms  surveyed, 
the  numbers  of  those  that  had  adequate  arrangements  for 
regular  and  seasonal  workers,  and  the  number  of  Notices 
served. 


All  the  farms  in  the  area,  a total  of  252,  were 
visited,  and  10  informal  letters  were  sent  requesting  the 
farmers  to  comply  with  the  above  Act. 

At  each  of  the  holdings  visited,  where  there  were 
employees,  it  was  ascertained  if  these  lived  on  the  farm, 
cither  in  the  farmhouse,  or  in  cottages  which  had  adequate 
sanitary  accommodation.  If  this  was  so,  and  the  employees 
returned  to  their  homes  at  lunchtime  or  at  oth^r  times  in 
the  day,  this  was  accepted  as  complying  with  the  Act. 

Where  workers  did  not  live  on  the  farm,  but  had  free  access 
to  an  outside  W.C.  at  the  farmhouse,  this  too  was  accepted, 
i/here  these  conditions  did  not  prevail,  a letter  was  sent 
asking  the  farmer  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation  as 
required  under  the  above  Act. 

Six  of  the  farms  inspected  wore  vacant  at  the  time  of 
inspection,  which  indicates  approximately  4%  of  the  total 
number  inspected  without  the  necessary  facilities.  106 
of  the  holdings  did  not  employ  any  staff,  however,  and 
therefore  over  6%  of  the  farms  with  employees  will  need  to 
provide  accommodation . 

In  nearly  all  cases  the  farmers  co-operated  willingly 
with  the  Inspector,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  much  of  the 
work  required  had  been  completed  or  had  buen  ordered  to  be 
done . 

CAR  SITES  AMD  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960 

During  the  year  the  work  of  bringing  the  various  sites 
up  to  the  standard  required  by  their  Licence  Conditions 
proceeded  satisfactorily,  although  rather  slowly  in  some 
cases.  The  results,  however,  justify  the  length  of  time 
that  has  been  taken.  v/ith  one  or  two  exceptions  all  sites 
are  up  to  standard,  and  with  one  exception  which  is  being 
dealt  with,  these  arc  in  respect  of  relatively  minor 
matters . 
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The  work  involved  in  providing  site  amenities  has 
been  carried  out  in  all  cases  without  serious  objections 
or  difficulty.  In  some  cases  considerable  financial 
outlay  has  been  necessary,  and  as  far  as  the  four  major 
sites  are  concerned  the  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner,  exceeding  the  requirements  of 
th>_:  Licence.  For  example,  in  two  cases  the  prevision 
of  showers  with  hot  and  cold  water  was  made,  not  on  a 
minimal  scale  with  only  the  essential  necessities,  but 
with  expensive  mixing  equipment,  changing  accommodation, 
and  electric  sub-floor  heating.  Heated  toilet 
compartments,  wash-hand  basins,  and  deep  sinks  for 
laundry,  supplied  v/ith  hot  and  cold  water  have  been 
provided. 

On  one  large  site  street  lighting  is  being 
installed,  and  provision  made  for  the  fixing  of  water 
closets  inside  the  caravans  so  that  the  full  benefit 
of  mains  drainage  and  internal  water  supply  can  be 
enjoyed  on  a residential  site. 

In  those  instances  and  in  almost  all  other  cases, 
the  Council's  officers  have  received  from  the  site 
owners  a high  degree  of  co-operation  and  considerable 
goodwill  has  been  established.  It  is  pl-asing  to 
report  these  matters. 

The  changes  brought  about  by  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act  1960  have  taken  effect  in 
that 

a)  the  number  of  individual  licences  has  been  drastically 
reduced. 

b)  the  multiple  sites  have  considerably  better 
conditions . 

c)  there  has  been  a noticeable  reduction  in  the  demand 
for  sites. 

This  last  item  has  been  particularly  evident  as  in 
the  .annual  Report  for  1960  it  was  forecast  that  the 
anticipated  total  figure  for  mid-1961  would  be  in  the 
region  of  275  caravans,  whereas  in  fact  there  were 
considerably  less  than  200.  This  is  partly  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  expected  development  at  one  large  site, 
planned  for  100  caravans  did  not  take  place,  and  also  to 
the  number  of  individually  licensed  single  sites  being 
vacated  and  not  re-occupied.  The  latter  accounts 
for  11  out  of  the  original  19  applications  when  the  1960 
Act  came  into  force.  The  remainder  have  been  absorbed 
into  the  multiple  sites.  Further,  two  multiple  sites 
are  slightly  underoccupied,  but  this  is  mentioned  only 
as  an  indication  cf  present  trends,  as  the  closure  of 
other  sites  in  1962  will  alter  this  position. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  there  were, 
in  various  parts  of  the  district  some  21  caravans  on 
single  sites  which  had  neither  Planning  Permission 
nor  Licence.  By  the  end  of  the  year  these  had  been 
reduced  to  three,  which  are  being  dealt  with. 

In  1961  three  Discontinuance  Orders  were  made  by 
the  Council.  One  was  in  respect  of  a site  licensed 
for  10  caravans,  one  in  rer poet  of  a site  licensed 
for  11  caravans,  and  the  third  concerned  an  individual 
caravan.  There  was  also  an  Appeal  made  against  the 
Council's  refusal  to  grant  Planning  Permission  for  the 
proposed  development  of  a site  for  twenty  caravans. 
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In  the: 


Thw  Council  wore  successful  in  all  eases, 
case  of  the  site  for  ton  caravans,  which  was  a 
particularly  bad  one  as  regards  water  supply,  flooding, 
drainage  and  sanitation,  as  well  as  location  and  excess 
numbers,  the  Order,  after  appeal  was  heard,  was 
confirmed  and  the  site  is  to  be  discontinued  by  the 
30th  April  19 02. 

In  the  second  case  the  Order  was  confirmed  without 
appeal  and  the  site  is  being  progressively  reduced 

to  terminate,  on  31st  December  1966. 

\ 

In  the  third  case,  the  Order  after  appeal  was  heard, 
was  confirmed  and  use  of  the  site  is  to  terminate  on  the 
31st  December  1963. 

To  sutoli arise,  the  Council  have  now 

a)  Adequately provided  for  caravan  accommodation  on 

four  main  sites  close  to  Swindon,  with  first  class 
facilities . 

b)  Reduced  the  sporadic  siting  of  caravans  to  a very 
reasonable  figure  - thirteen  in  a District  of 
48,500  acres. 

c)  Ensured  that  those  individual  caravans  are 
properly  sited,  have  water  supply,  drainage, 
sanitation  and  hard  standings  etc. 

d)  Taken  steps  to  close  unsatisfactory  sites. 
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DRAINAGE 


The  provision  of  adequate  sanitation  to  houses 
within  the  area  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  This 
is  mainly  assisted  by  the  effect  of  Improvement  Grants, 
and  although  it  is  not  always  possible  to  provide  a 
house  with  main  drainage  connected  to  the  Council's 
sewers,  at  least  it  is  possible  to  give  improved 
sanitation  by  the  means  of  septic  tanks. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  comparative  figures  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Drainage  Table  on  the  following  page 
that  there  is  a continued  increase  in  houses  provided 
with  improved  sanitation. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  trend  will  continue  in  1962, 
and  that  eventually  all  houses  throughout  the  district 
will  have  what  is,  in  my  view,  the  essentials  for  a 
happy  and  contented  family  life. 

SEWERAGE  AND  oEJAGE  DISPOCwAL : 

Castle  Eaton  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
has  been  in  progress  during  1961,  and  all  properties 
which  have  a prescriptive  right  will  have  been 
connected  to  the  new  sewerage  system  by  the  end  of 
January  1962. 

A scheme  for  sewerage  and  a treatment  works  at 
Si shops tone  has  been  approved,  and  the  contract  let  for 
the  construction  which  will  take  place  in  1962. 

The  Council  proposals  for  the  enlargement  of 
Wrought on  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  approved  in 
principle  by  the  Minister,  and  it  is  expected  that  tenders 
will  be  invited  early  in  1962  as  soon  as  the  Minister  has 
approved  details  concerning  the  purchase  of  a house  for 
the  sewage  works  attendant. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

a ) Marshgate  Works,  Stratton  Road,  Stratton  St,  Margaret 

This  business  consists  of  a licensed  Knackers  Yard, 
and  has  a plant  dealing  with  animal  offals,  carcases  and 
part  carcases,  producing  technical  oils  and  meat  and  bone 
meal  for  feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers. 

No  serious  complaint  of  smell  was  received  during  the 

year . 

The  plant  is  very  well  managed,  and  improvements  to 
buildings  and  existing  plant  are  continually  taking  place. 

b ) Premises  off  Swindon  Road,  Wrought on 

No  nuisance  was  noted  at  this  Plant  during  the  year; 
the  premises  are  used  for  gut  scraping. 
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SECTION  SEVEN:  REFUSE  COLLECTION  nND  DISPOSAL: 
General 


During  the  year  there  was  a net  increase  of  579  new 
houses  built  by  private  enterprise  and  the  Local  Authority. 
This  further  increased  the  number  of  houses  where  refuse  has 
to  be  collected  daily  by  the  Local  Authority's  refuse 
collection  service  and  shows  an  increase  of  129  over  the 
number  erected  in  1960.  The  total  number  of  new  houses 
built  in  the  Council's  area  since  1937  is  3,620,  from  this 
figure  however  must  be  deducted  the  number  of  houses  which 
have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act  for  demolition, 
but  it  shows  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  houses 
where  refuse  has  now  to  be  collected.  To  cover  this 
continued  increase  of  houses  throughout  the  district, 
however,  one  of  the  Council's  Shelvoke  & Drewry  vehicles 
was  fitted  with  a power  press,  and  in  addition  a new 
Shelvoke  & Drewry,  16  cubic  yard  fore  and  aft  tipper 
complete  with  power  press  was  put  into  operation  in 
January  1962.  Due  to  the  continued  increase  in  the 
number  of  houses  erected,  it  does  not  appear  possible  to 
dispense  with  either  the  10  cubic  yard  Dennis,  or  the  12 
bubic  yard  Dennis  side  loaders,  although  these  have  been 
in  service  for  many  years. 

The  labour  position  has  been  a little  easier  during 
the  latter  half  of  1961,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
continue . 

The  Massey  Ferguson  tractor  in  use  on  the  Refuse  Tip 
continues  to  give  satisfaction,  and  has  now  been  fitted 
with  steel  wheels  at  the  rear.  Without  this  vehicle  it 
would  necessitate  two  men  working  full  time  on  the  refuse 
tip.  During  the  year  an  extension  to  the  Council's 
refuse  vehicle  garages  was  provided  for  a further  two 
vehicles,  and  in  addition  a small  garage  for  the  refuse 
collection  van  used  by  the  Foreman. 


Vehicles 


1 Dennis  side  loader, 
1 Dennis  side  loader, 
1 Dennis  Paxit, 

1 Shelvoke  & Drewry, 

1 Shelvoke  & Drewry, 

1 Massey-Ferguson  35 


10  cubic  yard  Petrol. 
12  cubic  yard  Petrol. 
18  cubic  yard  Diesel. 
18  cubic  yard  Diesel. 
18  cubic  yard  Diesel. 
Tractor . 


Acquired  7.9.48 
Acquired  31.5.51 
Acqui red  24.8.53 
Acquired  21.10.58 
Acquired  Jan.  1962 
acquired  May  1960 


Staff 

1 Foreman.  4 Drivers.  9/ 10  Loaders.  1 Tractor  Driver 


■Statistical  Details 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  . . . 

Size  of  district  ...  ... 

No.  of  business  and  industrial  premises 
Refuse  Disposal  ...  ... 

Method  of  collection  ... 

Number  of  loads  tipped 

No.  of  cubic  yards  estimated  tipped 


8,240 

...  48 , 549  acres 

. . . 356 

Controlled  tip  at 
North  Wrought on 
...  Weekly , kerbside 
...  2,750  approx. 

. . . 35,000  cu.yds . 


WASTE  PAPER  COLLECTION  & DISPOSAL 


Year 

Weight 

Value 

Tons . 

Cwts . 

Qrs . 

Lbs . 

£ 

s . cl. 

1960 

38 

3 

0 

. 14 

171 

. 2.  0. 

1961 

37 

1 

1 

22 

161 

. 6 . 2 . 

3k 


RODENT  CONTROL 


General 

It  has  boon  inoroafiina.lv  difficult  to  carry  out 
rodent  control  duties  as  required  by  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  work  is  carried  out  only  on  a part-time  basis  by  the 
foreman  of  the  refuse  collection  service.  The  amount 
of  his  time,  when  he  can  be  spared  from  the  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  duties,  available  for  rodent 
control  work  is  decreasing  rapidly,  as  the  increasing 
number  of  new  houses  and  properties  demands  an  increasing 
amount  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  work.  The 
effect  of  this  is  as  follows:- 

1.  No  systematic  inspection  of  the  District  to  discover 
and  deal  with  infestations  can  be  made. 

2.  Sources  of  infestation,  particularly  on  farms,  often 
remain  therefore  to  increase  and  spread  to  surrounding 
properties,  so  that  what  should  have  been  a small  job 
becomes  a large  one. 

3.  "Block'v  treatments,  i.c.  the  treating  of  whole  areas 
or  blocks  of  property,  drains,  sewers  in  one  operation 
nnnnot  be  carried  out  as  the  operator  is  required  full  time 
for  several  nnnsc'outivo  days  in  such  work. 

4.  As  a result  of  Items  2 and  3 above,  re-infestation  of 
the  same  properties  occurs,  necessitating  repeat  treatments 
too  frequently. 

In  a mixed  rural  district  such  as  the  Highworth  Rural 
District  Council's  area  there  are  several  principle  sources 
of  rat  infestation  which,  to  exercise  full  control,  require 
regular  inspection  and  treatment.  These  are 


a) 

farms,  of  which  there  are  in  the  district 

a • a 

265 

b) 

certain  types  of  food  factories  or  other 
processing  plants,  breweries,  bakehouses 
and  similar  premises  ...  ... 

■ • • 

18 

c) 

factories  generally  ...  ... 

a a a 

91 

d) 

factory  canteens,  school  kitchens  and  cooking 

e) 

depots  ...  ...  ... 

a a ■ 

28 

sewer  systems  (over  500  manholes)  ... 

a a a 

5 

f ) 

sewage  works  and  small  disposal  plants 

a a a 

15 

g) 

refuse  tip  ...  ... 

a a a 

1 

423 


and  also  sundry  pig  and  poultry  keepers. 

All  these,  over  423  premises,  are,  with  the  exception 
of  the  sewers,  sewage  works  and  refuse  tip,  not  kept  under 
surveillance  and  treatment  as  they  should  be,  and  as  stated 
remain  not  only  from  time  to  time  themselves  infested  with 
rats,  but  form  reservoirs  of  infestation,  affecting 
surrounding  property.  It  will  be  seen  that  farms  form  the 
major  part  of  this  problem,  and  obviously  the  inspection,  and 
whore  necessary  the  treatment,  of  farms  is  quite  impossible 
without  the  full  time  services  of  a skilled  operator,  fully 
equipped  and  mobile.  This  work,  taken  together  with  the 
other  properties  listed  above,  carrying  out  systematic  district 
inspection,  and  dealing  with  notified  infestations  and  general 
pest  control  is  necessary  work,  and  would  fully  occupy  a full 
time  operator. 


35 


Rodent  Infestations 


The  table  on  the  following  page  gives  details  of  the 
number  and  nature  of  rodent  infestations  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

The  number  of  infestations  shows  some  increase  on 
the  I960  figures,  but  these  fluctuations  are  normal,  and 
no  true  picture  of  the  situation  as  regards  rat  infestation 
for  the  whole  district  can  be  given  without  regular 
systematic  inspection. 

Th^  main  sewer  systems  in  Highworth,  Stratton  ft. 
Margaret,  Chisel  don,  V/roughton  and  Haydon  Wick  were 
tested  and  treated. 

General  Disinfestation 

The  following  infestations  were  dealt  with 


Cockroaches 


4 

25 

1 

1 

4 


Wasps 

Bees 

Bugs 

Fleas 


There  were  no  requests'  this  autumn  for  the  treatment 
of  cluster  flies. 

DISGAbES  OF  AAIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER , 1957 

A circular  letter  v/as  in  May  addressed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  to  all  Local 
Authorities  with  responsibilities  under  the  Diseases 
of  Animals  Act  1950.  The  Circular  called  for 
co-operation  in  preventing  the  spread  of  animal  diseases 
through  waste  foods  and  swill. 

By  virtue  of  delegated  powers,  this  Authority 
administrates  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order,  and  it 
is  the  practice  to  inspect  all  licensed  boiling  plants 
at  regular  intervals.  However,  it  was  considered 
desirable  that  an  investigation  be  made  into  the  disposal 
of  waste  foods  in  the  district,  and  this  was  carried  out 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  survey,  in  the  first  instance,  necessitated 
visits  to  all  communal  catering  establishments,  including 
factory  canteens,  hostels,  hospitals, , restaurants,  cafes, 
schools  and  school  meals  central  kitchens,  and  in  each 
case  the  disposal  of  waste  food  was  ascertained.  This 
information  revealed  that,  in  general,  disposal  methods 
were  satisfactory,  but  isolated  cases  were  found  where 
swill  was  being  collected  and  fed  to  livestock  unboiled, 
or  boiled  at  plants  required  to  be  licensed. 

These  cases  were  then  followed  up,  and  action 
was  taken  to  ensure  that  the  necessary  equipment  for 
boiling  was  provided,  and  that  where  appropriate, 
boiling  plants  we re  licensed. 
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SECTION  EIGHT PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACTS.  1928  & 1936 

Below  is  a Table  giving  particulars,  in  Parish  order, 
of  the  number  of  Licences  granted,  the  quantity  stored, 


and  the  number  of  filling  stations  and  private  stores  in 
the  district  :- 

Total  quantity  in  galls . licensed  for  private  users  33,150 
Total  quantity  in  galls . licensed  for  filling  stations  76,150 

Total  quantity  licensed  ...  109,300 


Number  of  licences  in  respect  of  private  stores...  56 

Number  of  licences  in  respect  of  filling  stations.  20 

Total  number  of  licences  issued  76 


CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 


Chisel don 
Highworth 
Stratton 


1 private  us^r  for  lighting  purposes 

1 private  user  ...  ... 

1 factory  ...  ...  ... 


2,240  lbs. 
112  lbs. 
89,600  lbs. 


Total:-  ...  91,952  lbs. 


Total  number  of  inspections  to  all  premises  during  y^ar-180 


Routine  inspections  have  continued  during  the  y^ar,  with 
the  testing  of  old  and  new  tanks,  and  the  supervision  of  new 
installations.  Four  new  licences  were  issued  during  the 
year,  and  two  licences  increased  the  quantity  of  petroleum 
spirit  stored.  The  number  of  licences  remained  the  same, 
however,  due  to  four  installations  being  closed.  In  the 
latter  cases  the  tanks  were  emptied  and  filled  with  water. 
Two  of  the  new  registrations  were  the  result  of  a report 
by  the  Inspector,  who  notified  the  installations  while  on 
a farm  survey. 


One  accident  occurred  during  the  year,  and  was  due  to 
the  failure  of  the  tanker  driver  to  connect  the  delivery 
pipe  to  the  petroleum  tank.  Approximately  50  gallons  of 
petroleum  spirit  were  discharged  on  the  forecourt.  Prompt 
action  was  taken  by  .the  management  of  the  garage  who 
notified  the  local  Fire  Brigade.  The  petrol  was  cleared 
rapidly,  thus  preventing  what  might  have  been  a nasty 
accident.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the  appropriate 
Committee  of  the  Council,  who  felt  that  the  accident  was 
due  to  a temporary  lapse  of  the  driver  who  had  had  a long 
period  of  faultless  service  with  the  particular  oil  company. 
No  proceedings  were  instituted  on  this  occasion. 

During  the  year  the  Inspector  reported  that  filling 
stations  weru  delivering  petroleum  spirit  into  plain  cans. 

A letter  was  also  received  from  the  Wiltshire  County  Fire 
Brigade,  at  about  the  same  time,  informing  the  Council  that 
a similar  incident  had  nearly  resulted  in  tragedy  in  the 
County.  All  filling  stations  wore  therefore  informed  that 
it  was  a breach  of  the  Conditions  to  serve  petrol  into 
containers  not  clearly  marked  as  required  by  th>_  Petroleum 
(Consolidation)  Act  1928.  To-date  no  further  breach  of 
the  law  has  been  noted.  It  was  also  brought  to  my  notice 
that  some  filling  stations  were  placing  their  new 
pc trailers  in  a position  adjoining  the  highway.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  this  was  a breach  of  the  licensing 
Conditions,  and  that  they  should  be  sited  20'  away  from 
the  highway.  Co-operation,  to  achieve  this  end,  was 
forthcoming  on  all  occasions. 
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SECTION  NINE:  HOUSING 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1961 


1. 

2. 


3a. 

b. 


4. 

5. 

6. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

7. 

8. 

A 

i . 

i 1 . 


B 

i . 

ii . 


C 

i . 

ii . 

iii . 

iv . 

D 

i . 

ii . 

iii . 

E 

i . 

ii . 

iii . 

F. 

i . 

ii . 

iii . 


Total  nuraber  of  permanent  dwellings  in  district 

at  end  of  year  .....  .....  7,713 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  or  administered  by 

Council  at  31.12.61,....  2,071 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  district 

owned  by  Local  Authority  .....  1,699 

Nuraber  of  temporary  dwellings  in  district 

owned  by  Local  Authority  .....  

Total  number  of  pre-wrar  houses  owned  by  Council  502 
Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at 

end  of  year  .....  .....  272 

Inspection  of_  dwellings  during  year 

Ins pe ctecT Tor" TaousT ng"'He"f"ecfcs  under  Public 

Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts  679 

Nuraber  of  dwellings  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.....  13 

Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  45 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  53 


Action  under  statutory  Powers : 

Proceedings  Under  Secs.’!, TO  S’  12  Housing  Act  1957 
Number  "of  dwelTings  where  Notices  were  ” served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  

Number,  of  dwol lings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  "Formal  "Notices : 

By  owners  

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

Number  of  dwelTings"  where  Formal  Notices  served 
Number  of  dwe 1 lings  made  f it.  as  a result  of 
Formal"  Not  ices: 

By  owners  .....  ..... 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Proceedings  under  Section  16, Housing  Act  1957: 

Number"  of  Demo 1 i t i bn  Order s made . . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of 

Demolition  Orders  .....  ..... 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ..... 

Number  of  Undertakings  completed  ..... 

Proceedings  under  Gees. 42 ,4 3 #46  ft  48,  Housing 

Act~T  Y9~$7 

Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  upon  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .....  

No.  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demolition 

Orders  .....  

No.  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  which  have  been 
retained  as  temporary  accommodation  ..... 

Proceedings  under  Secs. 17, 18,  ft  27 .Housing  Act  1957 
UoVoF  3waTTi ngs- »fhe r e ClisiAg  Orders  were  made 
No.  of  dwellings  closed  as  result  of  Closing 

Orders  or  Undertakings  by  owners  

No.  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were 
cancelled  in  consequence  of  premises  being 

made  fit  .....  

Proceedings  unchr  See.  7(Y  Housing  act  1957; 

No  .’of  cases  of ' overcrowding"  at  end  of  year 
No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered 
during  the  year  .....  .....  ..... 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during 
the  year  .....  


7 

18 

1 


5 

4 
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5UftlviaKY  OF  ACTION  TACEN  UNDoR  Tlie  HOUCING  . <;CTS  1936-1957 

FROM  1945  - 1961 


Number  of  Demolition  OrcLrs  made  171 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  17 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  93 


Total : - .....  281 


Number  of  houses  demolished  124 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  lifted  ..... 

Number  of  Undertakings  cleared  .....  53 

Number  of  Demo  liti  on  Orders  revoked 4 

Number  licensed  for  Temporary  Occupation  5 

Number  rendered  uninhabitable  and  adapted  for 

use  as  Agricultural  Stores  .....  9 

Number  on  which  action  is  pending  .....  79 

Total:- 281 


HOUSING  ACTS  1949  - 195,9  IMPROVEMENT  CRblTS 

The  use  of  improvement  grants  both  discretionary 
and  standard  to  modernise  existing  dwell inghouses  in  the 
Council's  area  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 

There  is,  however,  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
discretionary  grants  made  by  the  authority,  but  this  is 
understandable  as  in  a district  which  has  been  progressiv 
over  many  years  the  number  of  houses  suitable  for 
discretionary  grants  must,  of  necessity,  reduce  over  the 
years,  but  greater  use  has  been  made  by  owners  of 
standard  grants  which  are  now  available,  and  it  is 
satisfying  to  find  that  this  figure  continues  to  stay 
reasonably  high. 

The  following  statistical  information  will  be  of 
interest 


Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise, 
tin-  Local  Authority  and  Ministry  of  Aircraft 
Production  since  1937  ...  ...  3,998 

Number  of  houses  built  and  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  before  1937  ...  ...  356 

Total : - ...  4, 354 


Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  the 

provision  of  the  Housing  Acts  since  1945  281 

Total  numb-r  cf  houses  in  the  Council's  area  8,240 


This  gives  a figure  of  4,635  houses  to  be  deducted 
from  the  figure  of  8,240  houses  in  the  Council's  area, 
giving  a figure  of  3,605  houses  which,  in  my  view,  are 
suitable  for  cither  discretionary  or  standard  grants. 


The  number  already  dealt  with  by  standard  and 
discretionary  grants  is  as  follows  : - 

Discretionary  improvement  Grants  ....  214 

Standard  improvement  grants  ....  76 

Total:-  290 


In  relation  to  the  figure  of  3,605  houses 
which  are  suitable  for  improvement  290  represents 
8%  of  these  houses. 

In  addition  to  these  figures  the  Council  have 
brought  up  to  standard  by  use  of  discretionary 
grants,  32  Council  owned  houses  in  Blunsdon  St, 
xindrew,  and  12  Council  owned  houses  in  the  parish 
of  Liddington.  The  improvement  at  Liddington  also 
gave  improved  sanitation  for  a further  8 Council 
houses . 

During  1961  the  number  of  discretionary 
improvement  grants  completed  was  19,  while  the 
number  of  standard  grants  completed  was  35. 

An  analysis  of  the  standard  grants  made  shows 
that  as  a result  of  grants  20  baths,  21  wash-hand 
basins,  35  hot  water  systems,  19  water  closets  and 
drainage,  and  15  pantries  or  food  stores  were 
installed. 

Judging  by  the  number  of  enquiries  being 
received  from  the  public  with  regard  to  both 
standard  and  discretionary  grants  it  would  appear 
that  full  advantage  of  these  schemes  will  continue 
to  be  taken  during  1962. 


Number  of  Discretionary  Improvement 
Grants  completed  during  1961  ....  19 


The  Total  Value  of  Pi s cretionary  Improvement  Grants 

Completed  During  1961 . 


Total 

Cost  Improvement  Cost 

Repairs  Cost  Grant  Allowed 

£18, 

682  £15, 

609 

£3,061 

£6,748 

Standard  Improvement 

: Grants 

Year 

Number  of 

Grants 

Amount 

of  Grant  Paid 

1959 

2 

£ 

148 

1960 

39 

3,311 

1961 

35 

2,998 

Total:-  76 

£6,457 
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HOUSING  PURVEY  AND  A BUrIG,\L0W5 

Brief  comments  were  me.de  on  the  above  properties  in 
my  Report  for  1960.  The  survey  was  completed  in  1961 
and  reports  submitted  on  232  bungalows  at  Stratton  St. 
Margaret,  and  127  bungalows  at  Kighworth. 

Detailed  reports  were  made  to  the  Housing  Committee 
on  the  defects  that  were  found,  but  as  the  main  complaint 
related  to  dampness,  the  following  Table  summarises  the 
position 


Stratton  St.  Aar caret 


Total  number  of 

bungalows 

inspected 

a a a a 

232 

Total  number  of 

bungal ows 

affected  by 

condensation 

dampness 

a a a a 

a a a a 

a a a a 

115 

Total  number  of 

bungal ows 

affected  by 

damp 

penetration  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

120 

Highworth 

Total  number  of 

bungalows 

inspected 

a a a a 

127 

Total  number  of 

buncralows 

affected  by 

condensation 

dampness 

a a a a 

a a a a 

a a a a 

13 

Total  number  of 

bungal ows 

affected  by 

damp 

penetration  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

34 

The  properties  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret  were  inspected 
in  inclement  weather,  but  those  at  Highworth  under  improved 
conditions  which  may  account  for  the  apparent  discrepancy 
in  tile  results. 

The  bungalows  were  constructed  of  short-lived 
materials,  and  have  now  reached  the  stage  where  it  would 
be  impracticable  and  uneconomical  to  authorise  further 
expenditure  to  prolong  their  life  for  any  great  period. 

The  Council  decided,  therefore,  that  a programme  for  the 
demolition  and  replacement  of  the  bungalows  should  be 
undertaken,  on  the  basis  that  redevelopment  would  commence 
in  1365  at  Highworth,  and  in  1966  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 

It  was  further  agreed  .that  any  particular  M.A.P.  bungalow 
becoming  vacant  should  not  be  relet  if  it  was  not  considered 
fit,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  adjoining  bungalow  became 
vacant,  demolition  of  both  bungalows  should  take  place. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  3 bungalows  had  b.en  demolished, 
and  3 closed  on  the  Stratton  St.  Margaret  estate. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  due  to  the  rapid  deterioration 
of  the  bungalows  at  Stratton  ot . Margaret,  and  lowering  of  th^ 
standard  of  amenities  on  this  estate,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
for  me  to  present  a report  to  the  Local  Authority  to 
accelerate  the  demolition  of  many  of  these  bungalows,  even 
if  this  must  be  achieved  by  the  pi^ce  meal  demolition  of 
areas  of  the  estate.  The  bungalows  are  rapidly  becoming 
slums,  and  the  only  item  that  can  be  stated  in  their  favour 
is  that  they  have  a hot  water  supply,  bathroom,  and  public 
services.  Otherwise',  they  fall  very  short  of  providing 
adequate,  satisfactory  and  sufficient  housing  accommodation 
for  the  families  now  residing  there. 

This  natter  will  be  further  reported  on  in  the  1962 
Annual  Report. 


TYPES  OF  HOUSES  OWNED  BY  THE  .... 
HIGHWORTH  RUR.J-  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  AS  AT  THE 
3 1ST  DECEMBER,  1961 


Tradit ion a 1 

Post-War  ag<^d  persons  bungalows  ....  ....  37 

Pre-War  houses  ....  ....  ....  475 

Pre-War  aged  persons  bungalows  ....  ....  27 

War-time  agricultural  ....  ....  8 

Post-War  houses  ....  ....  ....  222 

Post-War  flats  ....  ....  ....  44 

Experimental  houses  (Chick)  ....  ....  6 

Gregory  flats  ....  ....  ....  8 Q?y 


Non-Tr aditional 

Reema  aged  persons  bungalows  ....  ....  45 
Reema  houses  ....  ....  ....  361 
Reema  flats  ....  ....  ....  35 

Wool away  houses  ....  ....  ....  76 
Cornish  Unit  houses  ....  ....  ....  120 
Cornish  Unit  flats  ....  ....  ....  48 
Airey  houses  ....  ....  ....  156 
Swedish  Timber  houses  ....  ....  8 
Cornish  Unit  aged  persons  bungalows...  ....  4 


Originally  erected  by  they  Mini st ry  of 
Aircraft  Production  V.  A. 


372 


372 


Mi  sc  el  lariGyus  Properties 
Staff  houses  and  flats 
Site  houses 


10 

9 


19 


GRAND  TOTAL : - .... 


2,071 


45 


HOUSING  APPLICANTS  - FAMILY  DETAILS 
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POST-WAR  HOUSES.  NUMBER  COMPLETED  YESRLY 


